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Victoire wrote her mother a short note at the
beginning of her stay; and this is preserved in the
National Archives.

"I received the little horse you sent me, dear
Mamma;" she wrote, "this new mark of your
affection makes me happier every day; and my
greatest joy is that you are well/* Occasionally the
princesses showed a trace of arrogance, but it was
quickly checked; when Mme Louise said to a
maid in "waiting who had displeased her: "Am I
not the daugther of your king ?" the woman cried
"Am I not the daughter of your God I" Sometimes
their punishments were excessive, as when Marie-
Anne-Victoire was shut up in a dark vault called
the Niche of the Dead, "where she -was a prey to
terrible fright that was very harmful to so delicate
a creature. The gloom, the damp, and the silence
of the sinister place, had an appreciable effect on
her. And the heaviest penalty seemed quite out of
proportion as punishment for a nervous sensitive
child.

Sophie showed great natural sweetness, an
independent upright character and an obstinacy
quite out of the ordinary. Her temper was
variable, and she was a past-master in hiding the
secret of her thoughts and burying herself in
reading and meditation. As for Mme Louise,
every one who had anything to do with her
praised her sharp clever wit, the soundness of her
judgment, her heedless vivacity and a touch of
arrogance and pride that she herself tried to
suppress. In December 1738 the precarious state